3. 
Maakele Interview

Lina; How long have you known Lucia, my mother?

Maakele: Since we met in 2003, 11 years. With her and Medina I used to take them around. She loved me like son and she trusted me.
She would entrust me to deposit money in the bank, not any of her own family members. 
Mother did not trust her relatives only me to make sure to deposit the money. I used to deposit the money but when Hanizu (Zenebesh’s daughter) said that she gave money to mama it was that money that we deposited for her.
Hanisu did not pay for mother’s house. Hanisu said that she owns this house. I asked her three times if she was sure. I reminded her that it was me who deposited her money with Mama Lucia. I have all of the deposit slips; all the documents are with me.
So, if you say something tomorrow, I will show all of the documents. She remained quiet. As for Now for Mama, she did good, she laughs with all, she had no enemy (Tselae). But they could not accept it that she gave to all, that she ate and did good thing, the relatives were greedy in that they wanted all to themselves. Mama did all to the family of Zenebesh, 

Lina; But why only to them? Mama liked her but these people also tried to convert Lucia to only pay attention to them only. Once Tesfalem got sick and the witch came to him in her house. He said to Tesfalam that his sickness is due to Maakele and that he should never come to her house that he is the cause of his disease.
Godilato (lost-all loss after her death). 
The children of Gezai did not benefit from Lucia, Almaze and her brother Semrate, did not visit Mama’s house’s house, only Zenebesh. Mebrat has a house and yet they stayed with mother. They used and abused her hospitality and after her death, these are the ones who hurt her the most through their deeds, they betrayed her. Telimoma (betrayed), mama raised Elsa and she also betrayed her too. In Sudan mama did a lot of good, I heard of what she did there. Mama used to tell me about her life in Sudan how she worked for an English family. Also, how she raised so many kids (some her relatives) who then were sent to Sweden, Italy, Germany and more. Many people here who came to know her love her a 100%, no one hatse her. Now what I see is that you got her blessings, she is berikhti  (blessed). Mama died well, a peaceful death, no pain, neither sore nor asked people to help her. She left peacefully; she was successful (ewiti) she did all that needed to be done. She was Keneiti (righteous person) for all. Amlakhe person. 
Zenebesh’s daughter’s Hanisu, and her husband Berhane(who never went to see her, yet Mama helped his mother and sent them whatever they needed). Berhane and all of Zenebesh’s children (all of them) came to court to witness against Lina & Andrea. 

Maakele describes the day at the court:  

 Maakele; , Zenebesh’s daughter,  came and witnessed, that Elsa is Lucia’s daughter.  That Elsa is her daughter married by Hadar marriage. Tefatiha (born through marriage) but where did she give birth? Sudan and that Elsa is older. That Lucia divorced Fesshasian  a cousin, and married Silvio and then Lina and Andrea were born. (But Elsa had already given her ID to the court and all of our ages.), showing the lies yet she swore on the Bible. The witness stats that Lina is younger than Elsa. She was asked to sit in the court. Here Semrate who was in the court room yelled at Reshan, he was shocked at what he heard, and was asked to leave the court. Andrea was in the court room

Almaz Gezai’s daughter got up to witnrss;

Almaz: I am witnessing about my aunt’s daughter, yes Elsa is her daughter and that  the other two kids (Andrea and Lina) have different father, they are my cousins and mama’s Lucia’s kids. Elsa is the oldest, but I am not sure how Lucia was married. If her marriage was legitimate or not, I was young then. But they used to visit us in the village and we heard that Elsa was my aunt’s daughter. We simply heard about that. Older who is? Elsa is the oldest. According to what she was told of course) She knows that Elsa was born in Sudan. Mother said that Elsa was her daughter while visiting their village.
Where was Elsa born, she said in Sudan. Tamakiren (prior they had discussed to talk in unison already).

Tawalde: A long time house guard of Luca said that he Knows mama and that Elsa”s father is Fessahain Habte Mariam and her mother was Lucia. I do not know about Lucia’s marriage. I know Elsa as she is now an old woman but no mention of a younger Elsa. 

Maakele: We came to the court and we brought the birth certificate of Lina and Andrea. We won the lower level but moved to the higher court. Everybody knows that Lucia raised many kids and this is the only one who went against her. She raised 21 kids. 
Because of Elsa’s advertisement, claiming to be daughter of Lucia, now we are in the higher court. Our witnesses are the following:

1. Zegge, who was our witness said: Yes, I know Lucia and Elsa. I know her, (Zegge is a sister-in-law to Berhane’s wife, Zimama). I know Elsa and her mother Wunesh, I used to hold her as a child, her mother died in Mai Cholot I used to carry Elsa on my back. Nigisti who was a friend of her mother, took her and raised her but at age five or six she left to Sudan from Tessenei
2. Alem Berhane was one of our witnesses, she swore that Mother Lucia had two kids and only them from an Italian father.

Maakele tells us how much the court has cost and the hard labor of attendance, flight, Mama Lucia gave to all and never asked back for her. She had always money never shorthanded. Her kids sent her money, gave it away. God always gave her more. Amlake God sent her she is an angel of God and expected her to give it away. The more she had the more she gave, Lucia’s history has no end, 

Lina: Alem, Zege and who else came to the court? 
Maakele: Godaif is beit Ferdi (people’s court) we were there for two years. After two years they did make a decision. (wosane-to decide so the case left open).  From there after two years, we came to know that we won the case.  Elsa took us to the higher court

Hamadei (the women ‘s association were trying to help her. She was appealing to her right as a woman, but the organization refused to help knowing the facts.
After all we finished, we were told to bring more witnesses. She had no money she is supposed to cover the costs of my transport, court fees etc. 

She is left alone; she did bad, terefah, left alone. 

Lina: I am left with Semrate only and Berhane. Abraham asked Semrate to help me. 
Fotuta- lovers, all of Lucia who loves her

Maakele: I came to know her as a taxi driver, someone who used to take her around. We grew to like each other. With her I had good ties and relations.  Why did you end up in prison? I was the trusted person, a son for Mama.  I deposited money for even Berhane’s children. She treated me as a son.

Lina: In her last visit to Sudan, Mama returned to Asmara with $1,021 in her handbag, Her brother Berhane came to the hospital and soon we all began to prepare for the preparation for the funeral. 
But after I left for the USA, Tesfalem accused Maakele of spending the dollar amount Lucia had, and spent the money illegally. He was torn in jail for three days. Berhane had opened the handbag in front of the relatives at home and counted the money.

Maakele: I kept the money with me along with all of your papers, and waited for your arrival.  When I was arrested the police asked me why I took the money of others? I answered that I had it with me., I gave it to them and they gave me a receipt. My cousin came to know all of this, and released me. I was arrested on Friday and it was only on Monday that I was asked to prove   had about the where abouts of the money.  

Lina: I told them about the story of Tesalem who informed me that the grave was not ready but Maakele found out that it was a lie, he called the cemetary staff and found out. It simply was a way to create confusion and chaos. 

Mother trusted all and the behavior of the people against her was unexpected but will survive. 

Maakele: Your mother left this world happy and left you blessings. Mama used to tell Maakle that my daughter is the son I did not have; she would and could have done more.
She understood that Andrea was less of person, but ended saying that Lina is a man and Andrea a woman.
When in trouble she would tell Maakele what am I doing to this people? She would not kick them because they were relatives. 
I once asked my mother, what am I going to do with all of these people? She said” They will all have to go home to their home”. 
Mama if sick she would still help them. Berhane hated the state of her house. 

Lina: After her death Tesfalem wanted to take the TV saying that he bought it. Lies, we have the receipts. 

